
Dear Parents/Carers

What a wonderful term it has been, full of exciting and very special learning experiences
for your children! They have been phenomenal, as have the staff, and this is within a
rapidly challenging Covid picture both in Rotherham and nationally.

I am writing to update you on our Recovery Plan; following government briefings you will
know that Covid-19 infections are higher than at any time during the whole of the
pandemic. This is putting everyone in an extremely vulnerable position. The picture is
not a good one as the Omicron variant is extremely transmissible.

What can you do to help?
We would ask that you exercise caution in your personal lives over the Christmas period
and to continue to protect each other;

● In line with government rule you must social isolate if you have a positive PCR
test or have been a close contact of someone who has the Omincron variant if
unvaccinated

● If you have a lateral flow device test that is positive you must, by law, have a
PCR.

● All people in the household should have a PCR if one person is positive.
● In January you should not send your children to school if there is Covid

infection in the household.
● We encourage you to protect you and your family through the adult vaccination

programme and getting boosters.
● Children in the 12-17 age range are now spreading the infection to parents and,

more worrying, grandparents who are more vulnerable, please take up
vaccination if your child is offered one.

● Please test your children daily if we ask you to, in order to keep a class open.
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● Please support us with this by moving swiftly through the grounds at key drop off
and pick up times

● We ask only one parent/carer does this and continues to use the designated
gates and routes in and out of the school grounds.

● To help us further please don’t congregate in the school grounds or by the gates.
● Please wear a mask in the school grounds to protect yourself and others.

Our rigorous controls and measures remain in place to keep our children and
staff safe and this stance is supported by the LA. For the foreseeable future we will
hold all our events remotely. We would like to thank parents for working with us to
enable us to continue to offer such a rich and diverse curriculum and outstanding
teaching. The Y5 residentials are planned for March 2022, we will review this in
line with government guidance in February.

What we are doing to help to keep you and your family safe
● Our staff are testing daily from the 4th January 2022
● In the event of positive children in the class we are acting swiftly by asking

parents to test their children, and this is helping to keep our schools open.
● Staff are required to hold a Covid passport and to wear masks in communal

places in school.
● Additional deep cleaning is still happening twice in the day and on a Friday

afternoon
● We continue with our early finish on a Friday to enable controls and measures to

remain in place and to ensure quality first teaching throughout the week for your
child.

● Having PPA on a Friday afternoon has meant that your child can receive
continuity and consistent high quality teaching.

● We will continue with our individual school organisation for start times, staggered
breaks and lunch times and health and hygiene

● We will continue with the hand washing regime in school throughout the day.
● Outdoor learning will continue as much as possible, interaction across the

classes will be limited.
● We will not be allowing parents to access school unless they are attending

SEND reviews. Visitors will be ‘essential only’.
● Parents who do attend meetings are required to be tested for Covid two days

before coming into school.
● Unfortunately we have had a number of positive cases across all our

schools, necessitating class closures in some cases, because of
outbreaks. We ask for your patience and understanding when we have no
choice but to close.

● Should any child or member of staff test positive for Coronavirus CoVid-19 we
will contact you if this affects your child’s class. If we have positive cases there
are thresholds we have to adhere to. If there are more than five cases in one
class or 10%, action will be taken to mitigate the risk to others by closing the
class or, in exceptional circumstances, the school.

● Should staffing levels drop below a level where we cannot effectively staff the
school, year groups could also close. We are sharing this information, so that
you can make contingencies for child care in the future, we will be guided by
Public Health England and the LA in this.
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● In the event of class or school closure Remote Learning would immediately
resume.

School will continue to close from 1:30pm every Friday from the 4th January to
allow for deep cleaning and PPA time
Christmas break 20/12/2021- 5/01/2022

We will be closed to children on the 4th January so that we can respond to the
impact of the Omicron variant over Christmas and the New Year.
Please note attendance at school is mandatory for all children and as always first
day callouts will be in place.

We know that children and staff will have colds and coughs that may mimic some Covid
symptoms and so please test your family if you have any concerns. If we all work
together we can protect everyone, especially grandparents in the over 60s age group.
Since the beginning of September 2021 we have had 179 children test positive and 22
staff.

We have lost 235 working days (857 since Sept 2020). Since September 2020, 2181 of
our children have had to self-isolate. Through your support with testing we have reduced this
to 348 this term. We will desperately need your support in the new year to control Covid-19
in our schools.

Finally, despite all the above challenges it has been an amazing term, full of wonderful
learning and adventures for your children, our staff will continue to do what they always
do - be dedicated to giving the very best education possible to your children. Please
visit our school websites and watch the amazing Christmas plays and festivities, our
staff have tried so hard (within the most difficult period in education history), to ensure
we continue to do the best we can.  I am extremely proud of our Willow Tree family!
Stay safe, stay vigilant and have a lovely Christmas break and a very Happy New Year!!

Kind regards
Mrs J K Fearnley Mr A Trueman Ms L Greenwood
Executive Head Teacher           Chair of the Trust    Head of School
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