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Transition:
This last couple of weeks the children have been working in their new year groups with their new teachers. The
buzz around school has been lovely, with the children being really excited for the start of their new year. There
has been lots of new information on a range of di�erent topics. Hopefully the children will now be really excited
for their new learning which will be taking place in September! Our Olympics theme has really engaged all
children from 2 to 11. The children have studied a range of olympians and now have a passion for achieving
across all areas of the curriculum.

Willow Tree Awards
Last week, we held our annual award ceremony for the Willow Tree Awards. Each class announced their
friendship, excellence and respect award winners followed by their boy and girl of the year. Every single winner
was very deserving, from the REY children right through the Year 5, and it was a very tough decision for all the
teachers. What was lovely to see was the number of winners of dojo and attendance awards. Attendance is
something we have been trying to improve in the whole school and we were really proud of the children
receiving bronze, silver and gold attendance awards. We look forward to all the children wanting to achieve
these awards next year!



Olympics:
During the week we held our Willow Tree Olympics. All of the children enjoyed taking part in 8 olympic events
achieving bronze, silver and gold awards. We would also like to thank Mr Purshouse and Ms Tyzack for the
organisation of the events and time taken to plan such exciting activities for our children. We had a range of
events from the Javelin, relay and long jump. Each child collected their own data and analysed their
performance using numeracy skills to support their learning and recognise their personal best. Our sports
leaders were exceptional at supporting our youngest children so thank you.

Foundation 2 are writers -
Wow, what amazingly grown up F2 children! Our first ever handwriting lesson and what a fantastic job they
did. Very proud grown ups as our children have used great pencil control, were able to sit as a whole class,
listen well and try really hard to develop their presentation skills.

Art – watercolour skills in 6B

In year 6 our children have been exploring and experimenting with water colours. Our sta� have had some
wonderful CPD by Martin Harvey to look at new techniques to introduce to our children. 6B have been learning
new watercolour skills in order to create a skills card for any watercolour work that we complete this school
year. Children were surprised to know that a ‘dirty palette’ is a good palette because of the broad range of
colours that could be created. We will be laminating these cards and they will be out in every future
watercolour session to remind us of the techniques that we need to include in our learning.



Place Value investigations in 3WB

All our children from REY to Year 6 are looking at place value and the value of each number, starting in our 2s
provision looking at numbers 1-3 and our Year 6 are looking at millions. Children have been looking at the
importance of this knowledge as a starting point to underpin mathematical understanding.

Positive Behaviour Policy
Please refer to our school website for any information regarding our behaviour policy
http://www.rockinghamji.co.uk/behaviour-class-dojos/. We know that many of our parents have been worried
about children moving into their new classes and the whole school rewards and sanctions. These are consistent
throughout our school right from Rockingham Early Years up to Year 6 where children can receive positive or
negative dojos. We are wanting to build positive relationships with parents however we feel it is timely to
remind you of our parent conduct policy. We are a school that believes in mutual respect where both sta� and
parents value one anothers contributions to your child's education and would like to work in partnership.
Please book an appointment to speak to your child’s class teacher if you are worried or unhappy with a
situation.

New arrivals and sad goodbyes
This year we would like to say goodbye to Mr Folmer who has done a phenomenal job of supporting our Year
3 children from Easter. He came in and stepped straight into Mrs Marlow’s shoes. The children have loved being
taught by him and we are really sad to see him leave. We would also like to say goodbye and good luck to
Miss Barker as she leaves to take on her new role as Foundation Teacher at her new school. She has supported
our Early Years children over the last two years and worked really well with our families. We know that you will
be greatly missed and your new children will be lucky to have you.

We would like to welcome Mrs Lynch and Miss Durham to our team this year. They will be joining Foundation 1
and Year 4 as Learning Support Assistants and we know they are going to do an exceptional job of supporting
our children. This year Mrs McDermott is taking on the role as Year 1 Teacher and Miss Oldham will be leading
and Managing our Rockingham Early Years. I would also like to take this opportunity to inform you that Mrs
Buttree will take on a new role as Assistant Head Teacher in September and we would like to congratulate her
on this promotion in school which is fully deserved.

http://www.rockinghamji.co.uk/behaviour-class-dojos/


Reminders

First day back at school - Thursday 2nd September 2021
We hope everyone has a lovely holiday and rest ready for some amazing

learning in September!

Thank you for your continued support in making Rockingham the best school it
can possibly be, please visit our

Twitter page - https://twitter.com/RockinghamJI
Website - http://www.rockinghamji.co.uk/

Class Stories – www.classdojo.com

A Huge Thank you from the Rockingham Family

I would personally like to take this opportunity to thank you for the
commitment and support you have given to Rockingham over the past four
years. I know that this hasn’t been easy particularly during what has been a
di�cult 18 months su�ering from a pandemic which has changed our lives in
so many ways. We continue on our journey to make Rockingham an
Outstanding school. The team we have has changed so much and we are
excited to start our journey in September with sta� that are committed and
passionate about teaching and learning and raising the aspirations for your
children. Whether they want to be a Doctor, Artist, Journalist, Athlete or
Musician we will strive to make this a reality by giving the children experiences
that will last a lifetime.  We hope that we can welcome you back into school in
September without restrictions where you can enjoy family learning sessions,
after school clubs and whole school events that bring us together as a
community. We hope that in the Autumn term we can open our Nurture
Provision - the LEAF centre, thank you once again for your support with this
and we can’t wait to give you a tour of the centre once open.  I hope that you
have the most amazing holiday with your family and you get to spend some
quality time together. Don’t forget children can still access online platforms to
support their learning. Encourage your child to share stories with their siblings
and send any amazing photographs via our class dojo app, we would love to
find out what you have been up to!

Ms Greenwood and Mr Hanson
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