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Dear Parents  

I hope you had a lovely half term break with your children, 
despite being in lockdown. On the 22nd our Prime Minister, 
Boris Johnson, informed us that schools will reopen on the 
8th March to all children. We are pleased to write to 
confirm that we are forging ahead with our plans to do this. It 
is great news and I’m sure you will be relieved! 

Other good news is that the alert level has been 
downgraded to 4 ‘because the number of people in hospital is 
falling and "the threat of the NHS and other health services being 
overwhelmed within 21 days has receded". 
The decision was announced in a statement by the UK's chief 
medical officers and NHS England's national medical director. 
Level four means coronavirus transmission remains "high," and health services are still "under significant 
pressure with a high number of patients in hospital". 
"Transmission rates, hospital pressures and deaths are still very high," the statement added’. 
  
However, this does mean that restrictions are still in place and on reopening our schools we will 
need to continue with all the controls and measures in place from September 2020. We do know 
that from September to December when schools did reopen the pandemic escalated out of 
control, necessitating Lockdown 3.  We are determined to do the best we can to ensure all 
our children, staff and families are safe and transmission remains low. 
  
As previously we will continue to;  

 Close the playground and school to all but essential visitors 
 One parent/carer will be able to pick up and drop off a child/children 
 Social distancing of 2m must be observed by all parents  
 All parents must wear a face covering in the playground 
 Staggered start, breaks, lunches and finish times will be in place 
 Routes around school will be maintained to avoid cross contamination 
 Children will remain in class bubbles and cross over will not be allowed 



Willow Tree Academy is an exempt charity regulated by the Secretary of State for Education. It is a company limited by guarantee 

registered in England and Wales (Company Number 09440025), whose registered office is at Herringthorpe Junior School, Chatterton 

Drive, Rotherham, South Yorkshire S65 2JW  

 Children will continue to play in their bubble too 
 Staff will only cross bubbles following testing  
 Willow Tree staff will not cross our schools (to be reviewed following Easter break) 
 Additional deep and frequent cleans will still be required of classrooms/toilets etc. 
 Children and staff will still need to wash and sanitise their hands frequently and will be 

unable to share equipment 
 All equipment will be sanitised before use by another bubble 
 Music will be taught remotely, dance and sport will be taught as normal, singing is allowed 

outside, assemblies will continue to be remote. 
 Unfortunately swimming will not commence until late April 
 After School clubs will commence in class bubbles 
 Breakfast Club will not recommence yet, we will let parents know when this happens 
 All staff will be tested twice weekly and wear PPE in and around school 
 Remote learning will recommence in the case of a bubble closure  

 
Please note that school will continue to close at 1:30pm every Friday to allow for Deep 
Cleaning and PPA time this will enable us to restrict movement of cover personnel across 
bubbles during the week. We have adjusted our timetable to ensure at least 25 hours of teaching 
time, this is well above the national average. Where children need additional support we will use 
Catch-up funding to help them. 
 
Please note all children will be expected to attend school every day and we will continue with our 
first day call-outs and rigorous safeguarding procedures. 
 
The statutory national tests will not happen this year but we will assess your child’s progress in 
June and this will inform their learning in transition ready for September. This year we expect all 
Y6 will stay with us until the end of term, enabling us to hold our own celebrations and our Willow 
Tree Olympics (as a run up to the Tokyo Games in July/August), which will be wonderful! 
 
Unfortunately, residential and school visits have had to be cancelled, this is very disappointing 
but we are encouraging teachers to plan to use the local environment and children will be outside 
as much as possible. Our curriculum will be just as amazing as ever! 
  
I hope this has answered some of your questions, but please contact school with any queries. 
You will also receive a letter from your child’s teacher explaining more detail regarding start and 
finish times; these will be within the 8:45 am - 3:30 pm time frame.  
 
Once again I urge you to keep going; we need to ensure that all our staff are safe and well and 
that all children are coming to school from families that are Covid-free. If we work together it will 
enable everyone to come through this crisis, please protect your children and family by upholding 
the lockdown and following the guidance. Once again, if you are in any doubt that you may have 
Covid-19 or been a contact, please get tested and keep your child at home. 
 
Thank you all again for your continued support in these 
challenging times.  
There is no doubt that together we can beat Coronavirus 
CoVid-19 and keep healthy and happy if we work together. It 
promises to be a wonderful term full of exciting learning 
opportunities for your children, we can’t wait to see them 
back! 
 
Together Anything Is Possible  
Kind regards  
 
Mrs Jane Fearnley                     Mr Tony Trueman                Ms L Greenwood 
 

CEO/Executive Head Teacher   Chair of Trust                       Head of School 
 


