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A New Term a Fresh Start:
All of our teachers worked tirelessly on January the 4th to get our classrooms ready for
what was going to be the start of the Spring term, our Reading areas looked inviting and
our classrooms were filled with all the amazing learning our children had completed in
Autumn term. A new year is a new start for the children’s learning and we were ready to get
the children back into a routine and hopefully get them back out on visits and residential
experiences that we knew they would love.

Remote learning starts here:
On January the 5th learning packs had been made and were ready to be collected by our
wonderful families and we were now ready to start a new journey with live lessons. Google
classrooms were set and ready to continue the learning journey of our children regardless
of the current situation. We wanted to ensure that this time the children had access to
lessons and the opportunities they would normally have in school at home. We had created
our remote learning policy and parents’ guide to home learning.
http://www.rockinghamji.co.uk/our-curriculum/

Year 6: All at Sea!
How do we know about the World around us? This term the children have produced some
outstanding learning. They began their journey with Captain Cook and his adventures using
the text Stowaway by Karen Hesse. The children have explored the language features and
context of the time. In Numeracy, they have been learning about Fractions and Angles. I
know our parents have been so supportive of all learning tasks this term and we know that
the children have really risen to the children. Please take the time to explore their
celebration of their learning - http://www.rockinghamji.co.uk/celebration-of-learningoutcomes-year-6/

Year 5 and Y4/5D: The Tudors
Who Shaped our History? The children in 4/5D and 5P have been studying the Tudors; they
have been exploring the life and History of Henry VIII and those famous during the Tudor
period. Children have been creating family trees and comparing and contrasting other
locations to Rotherham in their study of what makes Britain great. The children have been
studying the text Treason written by Berlie Doherty. In Numeracy, the children have been
comparing, ordering and simplifying fractions in practical ways and making connections
across their learning. We are so proud of our children’s learning outcomes and
achievements this term.

Year 3/4P: Going Green
How can we make the world a better place? In Mr Purshouse’s class the children have been
studying the text Stig of the Dump and learning all about the environment and sustainability.
Over the last few weeks, the children have been learning about the Water Cycle through an
explanation text using talk for writing as a vehicle for learning. Within their learning, the
children will be exploring our local area and keeping our streets clean with developing a
recycling initiative across school.

Year 3M: Fantastic Mr Fox
Animal or Human? The children in Year 3 are studying the text Fantastic Mr Fox by Roald
Dahl. The children have loved getting creative this term and have been making soup, writing
character descriptions and instructions. The children are really enjoying sharing the story
and exploring ideas around P4C. The children have explored pollution and habitats which
link back to the ideas in the text, not to mention their amazing online music lessons.

Let’s move on to KS1 …..

Key Stage 1: Marvellous Mixtures
‘What makes a mixture Marvellous’ In Key Stage 1 the children have been exploring all things
messy linked to their science learning this term. The children have been looking at two texts:
George's Marvellous Medicine and Professor Puffendorf's Secret Potions. The children have
enjoyed becoming scientists and writers. The children have also been learning about money
and calculating different amounts.

Let's move on to EYFS...

EYFS: Ambitious Aspirations
What will I be when I grow up? The children in EYFS are exploring ambitions and aspirations
and what they would like to do when they are older. They have been exploring people in
industry and looked at a range of texts to support their learning. They have then moved on
to exploring the Chinese New Year and learning all about the celebration.

Whole School:
Extra-Curricular fun with the Teachers:
Across school, we have had lots of extra-curricular activities that I know the children have
really enjoyed being part of. We hope that you have all enjoyed being part of them too. We
are looking at next term and whether or not we can offer any additional sessions for the
children as we know they have really enjoyed them. We have had ICT, Science, PE, STEM,
Wellbeing and Art sessions which have been a big hit. Thank you to all the staff for making
learning so enjoyable.

Mental Health and Wellbeing week,
Over the week we have explored some fabulous ways to promote mental health and
wellbeing, including lots of different activities to get the children thinking. Mr Purshouse and
Miss Stubbs decided to include a whole school art competition, where the children explored
a view from their window and created beautiful pieces of art to explain their view. Rosie the
Robin has featured heavily in our wellbeing at Rockingham, promoting some lovely activities
to get children smiling and feeling happy. Please visit our wellbeing page on the website for
access to different support materials. http://www.rockinghamji.co.uk/wellbeing/

Record of Achievement Day:
Celebrating our achievements, goals and setting new targets for the next term was a huge
success; we are so proud of our children and families and the resilience they have shown
during the current pandemic. Our children have discussed their learning as well as the
personal qualities they have and share with others and we know that our parents will be
thrilled with their interim reports.

Internet Safety Day with Mr Parkin:
This week we have had a wonderful internet safety day, celebrating E-Safety and the
importance of this. Especially as our new way of learning is all based around the use of
technology, live lessons, Google Classroom and Class Dojo. There were lots of activities
based on fact and opinion, using online platforms and the dangers of social media. Our
children were able to respond in positive ways and support each other in their decision
making.

Teddy Bear Thank you:
Thank you to all our parents and children, you are truly amazing. We really hope you have
enjoyed receiving your bears and certificates from our staff this week. We wanted to give
you a little token of our appreciation for your support, kindness, patience and resilience with
home learning. We know that it isn’t easy as our staff are aware, but we wanted to let you
all know that we miss you and are here to support you whenever you may need our help,
guidance or just someone to talk to. Thank you also for letting our staff take some beautiful
pictures of our smiling children for us all to share.

New Parent Forum:
Yesterday, we held our new parent forum for families
discussing the challenges we are currently facing with
remote learning and routines for children. It was wonderful
to see the families that joined and are hoping to do further
meetings going forward. The meetings can have a theme
such as routine, sleep, anxiety etc and we really hope that
you would like to get more involved. Withmeinmind are here
to support you, please visit their website for further
information. https://www.withmeinmind.co.uk/

Reminders
Half term: Friday 12th of February returning on Monday the 22nd of February,
Parents Evening: Week beginning the 1st of March

Thank you for your continued support in making Rockingham the best school it can
possibly be, please visit our
Twitter page - https://twitter.com/RockinghamJI
Website - http://www.rockinghamji.co.uk/
Class Stories – www.classdojo.com
Thank you staff:
I would also like to take this opportunity to thank our wonderful staff at Rockingham for all that you
do for our children and families, this is why Rockingham is so special and why we are able to achieve
so many things together.

You are valued, you are special and you are doing the most remarkable job to keep our children
happy and engaged in learning.

Happy Half term everyone. Relax, enjoy
and spend time with your families.

